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1. Introduction to Virgin Atlantic Flying Club

Virgin Atlantic’s Flying Club is the airline’s frequent flyer program, now part of the
SkyTeam Alliance, giving members access to a broader global network of flights and

benefits.

However, the Virgin ecosystem can be confusing.

The Flying Club handles flight rewards, while Virgin Red manages lifestyle and brand-
wide rewards (Virgin Hotels, Virgin Voyages, etc.). Both use Virgin Points and can be

linked to combine balances.

O [Always link your Flying Club and Virgin Red accounts to maximize earning and

redemption flexibility.

2. Membership Tiers & Status Benefits

Flying Club has three simple tiers:

- Red: Base tier, earn points and access standard rewards.

- Silver (SkyTeam Elite): 400 Tier Points/year, 30% bonus points, Premium check-in,
and extra baggage.

- Gold (SkyTeam Elite Plus): 1,000 Tier Points/year, 60% bonus points, lounge access,

Upper Class check-in, companion vouchers, and birthday bonus points.
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Even reward flights earn Tier Points — a rarity among frequent flyer programs.

3. Earning Virgin Points

There are multiple ways to earn Virgin Points:

- Flights: Earn by fare class and distance on Virgin and partner airlines.

- Credit Cards: Virgin Atlantic Reward & Reward+ Mastercard in the UK, plus US
equivalents. Virgin routinly offers generous welcome bonus of 15,000+ miles for signing
up to their premium card. Read more about why such offers are worth taking up

- Hotels & Cars: Partner earn rates with Hilton, IHG, and car rental firms.

- Virgin Holidays: Earn 20 Tier Points per £500 spent (max 400 per booking).

- Transfers: Convert Amex Membership Rewards, Marriott Bonvoy, Hilton Honors, or
IHG Rewards into Virgin Points.

- Virgin Red: Earn on everyday spending and experiences.

4. SkyTeam Alliance Benefits & Partners
Virgin’s SkyTeam membership means elite benefits like priority boarding, extra
baggage, and lounge access apply across all 19 SkyTeam airlines.

Major partners include Delta, Air France-KLM, Korean Air, and Aeromexico, while Virgin
also maintains strong non-SkyTeam partnerships with ANA, Singapore Airlines, Air New
Zealand, WestJet, and others.

Not all partners earn the same. For instance, Air France La Premiére earns 200 Tier

Points but 500% Virgin Points — reflecting Virgin’s unique earning structure.

5. Virgin Atlantic’s Move to Dynamic Pricing
On October 2024, Virgin Atlantic fully transitioned to a dynamic pricing model for
reward seats, aligning with Delta and other SkyTeam airlines.

While marketed as an “enhancement,” it represents a major shift that travelers should

understand before redeeming.

What Changed:

- Virgin scrapped its fixed award chart, replacing it with variable pricing.

- Introduced “Saver” awards, which can occasionally match or undercut old fixed rates.
- Upper Class Saver fares can start as low as 23,000 points one-way to the U.S. East
Coast.

- But standard awards can soar to 350,000+ points one-way in Upper Class during
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high demand.

Reward Seat Availability Tool:

Virgin now offers a Reward Flight Finder where users can browse monthly availability

across routes.

For a free tool it is helpful, it requires separate searches for outbound and inbound legs.

Winners and Losers:
- Winners: Flexible solo travelers who can book off-peak or last-minute deals.
- Losers: Families, couples, and those needing specific travel dates — saver awards have

become scarce, especially on routes like the Caribbean.

Saver vs. Dynamic Pricing in Practice:
A return Upper Class flight to Boston might still appear at 67,500 miles — a good deal
under the Saver level. Yet, many other routes show pricing well above previous

“standard” rates, sometimes 4-5x higher.

Key Takeaways:

- Virgin’s pricing is now fluid, not fixed.

- Saver seats are not guaranteed.

- Always compare cash fares before redeeming points.
- Redemption cancellation fees have increased.

- Tools like SeatSpy can still uncover rare bargains.

6. Best Virgin Points Redemptions

Despite dynamic pricing changes, there remain excellent sweet spots for strategic flyers:

1. Virgin Upper Class - 23K-29K one-way to Boston/New York/Delhi.

2.Virgin Premium Economy - from 10.5K miles.

3. Air France-KLM Business - 48.5K between Europe and the Caribbean/US East Coast.
4. Delta One Suites - 50K from US-Europe (ex-UK) + ~$5 in fees.

5. ANA Business Class - 60K from Europe-Japan.

6. ANA Business - 52.5K from Japan-Australia.

7. Air New Zealand - 20K from NZ-Pacific Islands.

8. Delta Domestic First - 7.5K within the US.

9. Kenya Airways Business - 35K within Africa.

10. Virgin Voyages Cruises - 120K+ via Virgin Red.
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0 [Even with dynamic pricing, Virgin occasionally releases Saver fares that rival pre-

devaluation values — watch SeatSpy for alerts.

7. How to Book Virgin Atlantic Reward Flights
Booking Virgin awards now takes some finesse:

Step 1: Virgin's Reward Flight Finder
Use the Reward Flight Finder to check monthly availability. It’s ideal for spotting Saver
seats and comparing cabin classes.

Step 2: Use SeatSpy

If step 1 does not prove successful straight away, you can go back and check routinely or
use a paid tool such as SeatSpy , this tracks real-time Virgin award space and displays
availability calendars and heatmaps.
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Filter by route, cabin, or maximum miles. The convenience of this tool is you can set up

alerts to automatically notify you when seats become available for your date/date range.

Step 3: Book Direct on Virgin Atlantic website

All bookings must be made through VirginAtlantic.com or by phone for partner flights
(ANA, Air New Zealand).

0 Virgin’s website can be temperamental — if an airport doesn’t appear, try typing the
code (e.g, “JFK” or “LHR”).
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8. Booking Tips & Common Frustrations
Dynamic pricing has increased unpredictability — check often and be flexible.

Taxes/surcharges for Upper Class can top £650+ per direction.

Website bugs: airport search failures, repeated logins, and missing destinations.
If you can’t complete a booking online, call Virgin Atlantic Flying Club — phone agents

can access partner space not visible on the site.

9. Final Thoughts & Quick Reference Summary
Virgin’s shift to dynamic pricing marked a turning point for the Flying Club. While it
added flexibility, it also diluted transparency and predictability. Yet, the program

remains valuable for those who plan strategically.

Quick Reference:

Best Value - Delta One US-EU (50K + $5)

Easiest Status - Silver (400 Tier Points)

Best Earning Method - Virgin Reward+ Mastercard
Transfer Partners - Amex MR, Marriott, Hilton, IHG
Tools - Virgin Reward Flight Finder, SeatSpy
Booking Platform - VirginAtlantic.com only

Pricing Type - Dynamic (Saver fares vary)

About Wander Up Front
Wander Up Front explores aviation, premium travel, and loyalty programs — helping
travelers elevate every journey.

Find more at wanderupfront.com
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